Correlates with $$7CG1b; $S7CG3b;
S57CG4b

PARLIAMENTARY & PRESIDENTIAL DEMOCRACIES

Two Systems of Democracy

There are many democratic governments around the world, but not all Xdemocrames are
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/. Major differences include ho eaders‘are elected and the

relatlonshlp between t'he leglslaUVe and the executive branches.

Compare the two predommant systems of democracy
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Fusion of Powers

In o parliamentary democracy, the power
of executive and legislative branches are
fused together. The chief executive and
the executive cabinet are members of the
legislative branch, not separate from if.

This fusion of powers means that the chief
executive works directly with Parliament to
make, pass, and enforce the laws. Because
the chief executive is chosen by Parliament
[not elected by the people), he or she
answers fo the legislature.
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Separation of Powers

In the presidential system of democracy,
the powers of the executive and legislative
branches are separate from one ancther.
The chief executive (President] and his or her
cabinet are independent from the legislature.
Because the President is elected by the
voters, he or she answers to the people, not

to the legisiature.

This separation of powers also creates checks
and balances in the government, where each
branch can check the power of the other.
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Assess Your Understanding . .- . x+, worne Y

Determine whether each statement describes a parliamentary or a presidential democracy.
Check both boxes if the statement is true for both.

Parliamentary / Presidential

Citizens elect the chief executive.

Citizens elect members of the legislature. |

The chief executive is typically called "President.”

The chief executive is appointed by the legislature.

The chief executive is typically called "Prime Minister.”

The executive and legislative branches are "fused” together.

The executive and legislative branches are separate.

_Citizens have many rights and freedoms.

This government includes a system of checks and balances.
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Citizens elect officials to represent them in government.

. » L&6-8RH1T; L6-BRHA4,
Express Your Opinion R R TR S L6.8RHE

Both pariiamentary and presidén‘rial systemns have strengths and wedknesses. Read the
examples for each system. Then answer the question.

‘Parliamentary Democracy - Presidential Democracy
(Fused Powers) : B
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